1st Quarter Examination
Learning Outcomes
use of suitable tenses
use of similes, idioms and proverbs
substitute word(s) with other word(s) of similar
meaning
correct grammatical or spelling errors based
on a context
understand and recall details in a flyer
use of prepositions, pronouns, conjunctions
and determiners based on a given context
join two sentences using the infinitive clause at
the beginning of the sentence
convert direct speeches to indirect speeches,
bearing in mind a change in tenses and time
signifiers
comprehend a passage by answering the
questions through recalling of information,
drawing of conclusions and explaining and
supporting reasons given
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SECTION A : LANGUAGE USE AND COMPREHENSION
GRAMMAR
Choose the correct answer and write its number in the brackets provided.
(10 marks)
1.

Jason

television for two hours when his mother returned home

from work, face ashen.
(1)
(2)
2.

(3)
(4)

watched
would be watching

As I was the only child in the family then, I
the time.
(1)
(2)

3.

had been watching
has been watching

would play
had been playing

He wanted to

(3)
(4)

(

)

make-believe most of

play
have been playing

(

)

a name for himself by defeating the enemy. In the

end, he got his tail stuck between his legs.
(1)
(2)
4.

make
makes

would take
takes

(3)
(4)

had taken
will take

(

)

legal action

(

)

Before David could answer the mysterious caller, the telephone line
dead.
(1)
(2)

6.

(3)
(4)

If the fan continues to harass the movie star, she
against him.
(1)
(2)

5.

made
making

goes
had been going

(3)
(4)

went
would go

(

)

After Colin and Kristie
a week off from work, they set their sights
on an offshore island for a short vacation together.
(1)
(2)

had taken
used to take
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(3)
(4)

taken
had been taking

(

)
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7.

Every Saturday afternoon, my family usually
beach for a picnic.
(1)
(2)

8.

watch
are watching

If you
(1)
(2)

10.

(3)
(4)

head
heads

(

)

Those who
the award winning film have nothing but praise for
the actors and director.
(1)
(2)

9.

is headed
was heading

towards East Coast

(3)
(4)

have watched
will watch

(

)

(

)

(

)

the truth, you should have told the police officer.

know
knew

(3)
(4)

have known
had known

The villagers are displeased about relocating to the city as they
in this village for the past two decades.
(1)
(2)

live
lived

(3)
(4)

have been living
will be living

VOCABULARY
Choose the correct answer and write its number in the brackets provided.
(5 marks)
11.

Simon was
and teacher.
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

12.

as unstable as the wind
as buoyant as wings
as dismal as a hearse
as fidgety as an old man					

Sandra was like
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(

)

when it was finally her turn at the audition.

a bee in one’s bonnet				
a cat on hot bricks
a skeleton in the cupboard
a fish in troubled water					
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13.

On learning that the stranger, under the guise of a beggar, was of
blood, the family decided to exploit him.
(1)
(2)

14.

(3)
(4)

green
red

(

)

Although my grandfather is almost ninety, he still makes an effort to learn
new things. This is because he believes that
.
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

15.

purple
blue

an idle brain is the devil’s workshop
brevity is the soul of wit
all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy
necessity is the mother of invention			

(

)

Jon may have missed the opportunity to be Mr Locke’s apprentice but
given his calibre, he will be headhunted by another prestigious company.
.
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

The beaten road is the safest
There is none so blind as those who could not see
There are two sides to a coin			
There are as many good fish in the sea as ever came out of it
(
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VOCABULARY CLOZE
Read the passage carefully. Replace the underlined word(s) with another of
similar meaning. Write its number in the brackets provided. (5 marks)

Ryan (16) sauntered to the dimly-lit cottage on the beach. In his hand,
he held a wooden bat. He gripped it so (17) tightly that beads of perspiration
formed round his fingers. Ryan had only one thought. He had (18) put up with
Joe and Cathy for too long. He had to end this (19) once and for all and stop
them from playing the game. It was a violent and senseless game where the
person who did not answer a question correctly would be hit.
He entered the cottage cautiously and was surprised to see Cathy sitting
alone at the table. She turned and gave a victory sign when she saw Ryan.
Ryan felt the rush of blood flow through his veins as he caught sight of Joe’s
body (20) slumped over in a corner and a bat thrown on the floor.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

(1)
(2)

sashayed
tarried

(3)
(4)

strolled
loitered

(

)

(1)
(2)

soundly
firmly

(3)
(4)

steadfastly
closely

(

)

(1)
(2)

raised
bestowed

(3)
(4)

admitted
tolerated

(

)

(1)
(2)

finally
occasionally

(3)
(4)

periodically
repeatedly

(

)

(1)
(2)

plummeted
collapsed

(3)
(4)

crashed
floundered

(

)
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VISUAL TEXT COMPREHENSION
Study the flyer below and answer the questions that follow.

Subscribe to

Famous Profiles is published monthly
by Know Best with a readership of over
140 000.

FAMOUS PROFILES
NOW
and get the book

To celebrate its 4th anniversary, we have
something special for new subscribers.
For a limited period only from January
to March, new subscribers of Famous
Profiles will get a free book, The Most
Famous People.

The Most Famous People

Absolutely FREE!!!
(New Subscribers only)

To receive the gift, all you need to do is
to subscribe to Famous Profiles now!
Just fill in the subscription form below
and mail it to us. You will be able to
enjoy your first copy of Famous Profiles
and The Most Famous People in just 2
weeks!

FAMOUS PROFILES
Subscription Form

Name:

Age:

Sex: M / F

Address:
Postal Code:

Tel:

Email:
1 year subscription (12 issues) for only $48.
Please make cheque/money order payable to Know Best and send it to:
Know Best
52 Global Link
Singapore 014545
Hotline: 6845 1245 / 6845 4512
Fax: 6846 4457
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Here are excerpts from past articles of Famous Profiles.

Few actors have played roles

Born and raised in London, Edward
Mayner is the great grandson
of Thomas Mayner, a renowned
engineer. From a young age,
Edward learnt about the work of
his great grandfather and this

as diverse as Leedon Daniels.
From his humble beginnings as
a supporting cast member in
Bandits (1982) to becoming a lead
actor in Waves (1997), Leedon has

might have fuelled his interest
in engineering. At the age of
19, Edward graduated from the
University of Bordeux. He then went
on to work in a small company run
by his father’s best friend. When

become a household name among
the young and old.
Born in Sydney, Australia in 1972
to a comic book writer and a
professional chef, Leedon spent
his growing up years in Sydney
and Canada where his maternal
grandparents lived.

Edward was 28, he took over the
reins at the company.

John Kasey announced his intention to enter
politics when he was 40 years old. Prior to that,
he had been working as an investment officer in
a bank. At the peak of his career, John decided
to follow his heart and leave his job for the public
sector. His passion to serve the people and make
the country a better place for future generations
spurred his decision. In his first role as Minister
of the Arts, he set up a new museum specially
for local artists to exhibit their work.
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Choose the best answer and write its number in the brackets provided. 		
(8 marks)
21.

Famous Profiles has been in circulation for
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

22.

)

.

three months
a year
several years
a month		

to receive the free book.

(

)

The phrase “a readership of over 140 000” indicates that the magazine
probably
.
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

25.

(

mail the subscription form with a cheque to the company
call the company to sign up for the magazines
go down personally to the company to submit the subscription form
fax the subscription form to the company stating her intention (
)

New subscribers must subscribe for
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

24.

five
two
three
four			

Paula wants to subscribe to the magazine. She needs to
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

23.

years.

has been in the market for a long time
is very cheap and affordable
is very easy to read
is popular			

(

)

Which of the following is true about all the three excerpts on the second
page of the flyer?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

There is information about how the people rose to power.
There is information on how the people first started out in their careers.
All the people described are international stars.
All the people had a difficult childhood.
(
)
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26.

Edward Mayner’s interest in engineering was probably the result of
.
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

27.

(

)

Which word in the excerpt on John Kasey is similar in meaning to “follow
his heart”?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

28.

running his own company
working for his father’s friend
going to the university
understanding what Thomas Mayner did

passion
future
intention
peak			

(

)

What is the main purpose of providing more than one excerpt from the
magazine in the flyer?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

To show the readers the variety of famous people in the magazine
To explain what famous people usually do
To describe how people enjoy fame and fortune
To encourage people to learn more about famous people
(

|Conquer| ELITE Level 6
© Singapore Asia Publishers Pte Ltd. All rights reserved.
Reproducible for home/classroom use only.
STRICTLY NOT FOR SALE.
Look for other useful resources: www.sapgrp.com

1st Quarter Examination.indd 9

)

9

2019/2/13 14:57:27

SECTION B: LANGUAGE USE AND COMPREHENSION
GRAMMAR CLOZE
Read the passage carefully. Choose the most suitable word given in the box
and write its letter (A to Q) in each blank. The letters (I) and (O) has been
omitted to avoid confusion during marking. Use each word ONCE only.
(10 marks)
(A) what

(E) on

(J) more

(N) how

(B) to

(F) before

(K) many

(P) much

(C)		 when

(G) their

(L) after

(Q) and

(D) where

(H) but

(M) that

Kelly had been exploring the hills behind her house even (29)
her paternal grandfather came to stay with them a week ago. She would gather
several books, plop herself under a shady tree and read for the whole afternoon.
It was paradise (30)

her.

Kelly soon found out that the hills had more to offer her than just solitude
(31)

peace. Her grandfather had excitedly introduced her to the

trees, plants, flowers and animals (32)

he went along with her to

the hills after lunch one afternoon. He explained the different types of flora and fauna
and could even name some of (33)

medicinal value. That night,

Kelly wrote a Chinese proverb in her diary, about (34)

having the

elderly around the house would open up a treasure trove. This was so true, Kelly
had thought.
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Kelly’s grandfather had stayed with them for two weeks, After her
grandfather left, Kelly continued to explore the hills on her own every day, being
keenly aware of the surroundings after what she had learnt

(35)

from her grandfather. (36)

one of her trips, she was struck by a

bolt of lightning. Kelly was lucky to survive, losing only one of her left toenails.
When she came round at the hospital, she told her parents about a very rare
plant that her grandfather had mentioned to her (37)

they were

unable to find during their trips to the hills together. She had finally found it at the
spot (38)

she was hit, she claimed.

EDITING FOR SPELLING AND GRAMMAR
Each of the underlined words contains a spelling or grammatical error. Write
the correct word in each of the boxes. (12 marks)
39.
The Bermuda Triangle, also knew as Devils Triangle, lies within three countries
40.
in the Atlantic Ocean, form an imaginary triangle. It is so called because of the
mysterious disappearances of ships and aeroplanes that have entered this area.
41.
One such famous disappearance is the Naval Air Flight 19 in 5 December,
42.
1945. A crew of fourteen men took off in five planes in the afternoon for a rootine
43.
navigational training mission. Led by an instructor, Liutenent Charles Taylor, the men
completed their bombing practice runs and prepared to return. However, on their
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44.
return flight to Florida, the planes became disorient. The compasses in the planes
45.

46.

started to melfuntion and since they were airborn and flying over the vast ocean,
47.
they were unable to destengish any landmarks. The planes flew in one direction
48.
and then another direction, trying to locate its position. This went on for hours.
49.
Then the planes disappeared without a trace. Masive land and sea searches
50.
were conducted and neither wreckage from the planes nor bodies were found.
COMPREHENSION CLOZE
Complete the passage by filling in each blank with a suitable word of your
choice. (15 marks)
From young, Dian Fossey had always loved animals. (51)

,

her stepfather was against the idea of Dian having a pet, only giving in once by
allowing her to keep a pet goldfish. Her stepfather also had (52)
over the subjects that Dian took in her first year at college. She was made to study
business (53)

she disliked. That summer, Dian found a job at a

ranch. Her summer job was short-lived as she (54)

chicken pox

and had to return home.
When the new school term (55)
business classes and (56)
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she enjoyed the biology lessons, she had difficulty (57)

with

chemistry and physics. She failed that year and was transferred to
college where she eventually graduated to become an

(58)

occupational therapist. She worked in a hospital for a while after her graduation.
Some time later, Dian went to Africa and met Louis Leakey who was
doing some work on the mountain gorillas there. She returned home to
from her position at the hospital and left for Africa to assist

(59)

Leakey in his research.
Dian moved from Zaire to Rwanda. For eighteen years, Dian spent her time
the behaviours of mountain gorillas and relationships the gorillas

(60)

had with humans. She was able to (61)

a strong bond with the

gorillas. She could even sit among the gorillas and play with them. She “adopted”
a baby gorilla, Digit, and watched him grow. Unfortunately, Digit was mercilessly
by poachers. Dian became determined to save the mountain

(62)

gorillas in any way she could. She wrote an article to make known the predicament
of the mountain gorillas. Donations started to (63)

in, and Dian

was able to set up the Digit Fund to provide and protect the gorillas.
Sadly, Dian was unable to (64)
(65)

her work. She was

brutally murdered in her cabin. Although the murderer was

never found, many believed that the poachers had a hand in her murder.
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SYNTHESIS / TRANSFORMATION
Rewrite the given sentences using the words provided. You answer must
be in one sentence. The meaning of the sentence must be the same as the
meaning of the given sentences. (10 marks)
66.

She wanted to prove that she was able to strike out on her own. She moved
out of her parents’ mansion.
To
.

67.

Matt did not want to be late on his first day of work. He set his alarm clock
to go off half an hour earlier than usual.
To
.

68.

Officer Hopkins said,“The suspect has been walking up and down the
alley.”
Officer Hopkins said
.

69.

“Sheila and Iris were at the fancy dress party last night. I saw them,” said
Louisa.
Louisa said
.

70.

Luke agreed, “Last week’s trip to the zoo was enjoyable.”
Luke agreed
.

Practise converting direct to indirect speech and vice versa.
Go to My SAPeducation App or http://sapgrp.com.sg/online-resources/english
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COMPREHENSION OPEN-ENDED
Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow. (20 marks)

Jackie Chan was born in Hong Kong on 7 April 1954. His mother had to
be operated on to deliver him. His parents were unable to fork out the money
to pay for the hospital expenses incurred. The surgeon who performed the
operation proposed that the child be used as a payment for the operation
but was turned down flatly. Relying on the goodwill of friends who knew that

5

their salary as housekeeper and cook to the French ambassador was meagre,
they were able to foot the bill.
During Jackie’s first year in school, all his peers were promoted except
him. His father decided to take charge of his child’s future and put him in
Peking Opera School. Such training schools were popular then as they

10

provided an avenue for children who were not academically bright. When
Jackie saw the children in the school performing somersaults and playing
with swords, he was elated. However, he soon discovered that the training
was not easy. The children were made to train eighteen hours a day. When
they misbehaved or failed to perform, they were punished by the teacher or

15

older children. During this period, Jackie’s parents moved to Australia to work,
leaving Jackie in the hands of the master of the Peking Opera House.
As a child, Jackie was already performing in public. His big break came
when he starred in a show with a renowned Taiwanese actress who took
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an instant liking to him. Jackie secured himself a role in the next few series

20

with the actress, gaining valuable experience while his master pocketed his
earnings.
Later, he starred in two shows Drunken Master and Snake in Eagle’s
Shadow, combining both humour and action. They were a hit across Asia. He
also began directing and choreographing his own stunts. Jackie performed all

25

the stunts himself in his movies. He had broken his nose three times and had
a steel plate inserted into his skull. Jackie went on to star in many blockbuster
movies in Hollywood, America, such as Rush Hour and The Tuxedo, to name
a few.
Despite the fame, Jackie remains a humble person. He puts in as much

30

time and effort into charity work as he does for his career. He himself had
received help from the Red Cross as a young boy and was told to never repay
the giver but to spread the charity instead. This he has done and was thus,
named the Ambassador of Goodwill for UNICEF and the Joint United Nations
Programme on HIV/Aids.
71.

35

Which six-word phrase in paragraph 1 means to depend on others’ generosity
and kindness? [1m]
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72.

(a)	What first excited Jackie Chan when he enrolled in Peking Opera
School? [1m]

		
		
(b) Why did it excite him? [1m]
		
		
73.

In the first two paragraphs, Jackie Chan’s parents faced two problems. State
what they were and why they occurred. [4m]
Problems faced

Why they occurred

(a) Financial problem
(b) Child rearing problem
74.

Give three difficulties Jackie Chan might have faced when he was in the
Peking Opera School. [3m]
(i)

		
(ii)
		
(iii)
		
75.

What was the result of doing his own stunts in his movies? [2m]
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76.

What event first helped Jackie Chan in his career as an actor? [1m]

77.

State whether the following statement is true or false and explain why you
think so using information from the passage. [2m]
When he first started out as an actor, Jackie Chan was not well off but
he managed to pick up acting skills.

78.

Which two words in paragraph 4 is used to describe something successful?
The words are in different sentences. [2m]

79.

Jackie Chan did charity work. Give one reason this is surprising and one
reason it is not. [2m]

80.

Tick one phrase below that does not describe the information provided in
the passage. [1m]
How Jackie Chan became an actor
	T he difference between the Peking Opera School and regular
schools
Public opinion of all the movies Jackie Chan acted in
What Jackie Chan’s family was like
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COMPREHENSION OPEN-ENDED
Questions 71 – 80: Read the passage twice if necessary before answering the
questions. If there are unfamiliar or difficult words, encourage the child to make a
good guess by reading on and understanding the passage as a whole. If the child
encounters difficulty in responding to questions that require him to infer, explain
the meanings of words, or give reasons to support his answer, remind him to use
contextual clues.

VISUAL TEXT COMPREHENSION

Questions 21 – 28: Read the information on the flyer carefully. Clues can be found
in the text. Always refer to the information when attempting the questions.

Questions 29 – 38: Read the cloze passage once through to understand the storyline.
The child needs to understand the story and how prepositions, pronouns, conjunctions
and determiners are used in the story.

GRAMMAR CLOZE

VOCABULARY CLOZE

Questions 16 – 20: When in doubt, eliminate the options that are obviously wrong.
Encourage the child to use a dictionary to look up unfamiliar words or a thesaurus
to look up words of similar meanings. Reading newspapers and English storybooks
will also help enrich the child’s vocabulary.

SYNTHESIS / TRANSFORMATION

Questions 51 – 65: Read the cloze passage once through before filling in the blanks.
It is very important that the child has an idea of what the story is about. A good grasp
of grammar and a wide vocabulary will certainly help the child complete the passage
with suitable words. Clues can occasionally be found in the passage. Encourage the
child to read more to build up his language skills.

Questions 66 – 70: When starting a sentence with the infinitive clause, some words
may need to be replaced to retain the original meaning of the given sentences. When
writing indirect speeches, the simple past tense must be changed to the past perfect
tense. Similarly, the past continuous tense and the present perfect continuous tense
need to be changed to the past perfect continuous tense. The words “last night” in
the direct speech will be changed to “the night before” in the indirect speech.

Questions 11 – 15: A simile “as… as…” is used for comparison and it is easy to
guess its meaning by looking at the adjective and the noun used. A proverb may
seem profound at first but the child can still draw a conclusion about what it is trying
to say by reading it carefully. Idioms are not easy to decipher. Learn them through
Creative Words and Phrases (Pointers pages P5-P6). The child will have a better
idea of which to use to complete the sentences.

COMPREHENSION CLOZE

Questions 39 – 50: Read the passage before correcting the mistakes. Take note of
the correct form of tenses, preposition, possessive adjectives and the correct form
of spelling used in the passage.

Questions 1 – 10: The simple present, simple past, future tense, past perfect or
past perfect continuous tenses reveal the time an action or event takes place. If it
was a past habit, use the simple past tense or “would + infinitive”. If it is a routine or
regular habit, use the simple present tense.

VOCABULARY

EDITING FOR SPELLING AND GRAMMAR

GRAMMAR

Here, we provide some feedback on the specific components that a child makes most mistakes in. Use the feedback to improve the child’s learning.
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8

9

10

H

/8

Marks

Total

8

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

/ 10

H

H

H

/ 20

Marks

10

H

50 – 59
C
Good! You have an adequate grasp of grammar techniques and a basic set of vocabulary.
You may find it difficult to tackle cloze passages without helping words. Read more to
build vocabulary and improve grammar and spelling.

Well done! You have a good grasp of grammar techniques and vocabulary. Do
take heed that grammar and spelling are important to score well.

91 – 100
A
Excellent! You have a very good grasp of the techniques in grammar and a wide and
solid vocabulary. Coupled with good comprehension skills, you are able to handle cloze
passages and answer questions in the comprehension sections.
75 – 90
A
Super! You have a good grasp of grammar techniques and vocabulary. Do take heed
that grammar and spelling are important to score well.
60 – 74
B

What your scores tell you:

H

H

H

H

H

Total

H

Open-ended

H

71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80

H

Comprehension

Marks

H

H

H

Synthesis / Transformation

H

66 67 68 69 70

H

Sentence Structures

H

H

20

/ 15

95

Total

× 100 =

15

Marks
/ 10
/ 12

Total

22

95

Grand Total

35 – 49
D
Persevere! You have a fair understanding of grammar techniques and a basic set of
vocabulary. Read more to build vocabulary and improve understanding of passages.
20 – 34
E
Keep Trying! You have an elementary understanding of grammar techniques and an
insufficient vocabulary set. Practise the concepts and read move to improve language
skills.
0 – 19
U
Try harder! You have put in good effort but you need to keep practising the grammar
concepts learnt. You can increase your vocabulary by reading, speaking and writing
more. This will also help you to build comprehension skills.

Total

H

Marks

H

H

10

10

Instructions to Parents
Divide the marks awarded at the Grand Total by 95. Then
multiply the answer by 100 to derive the banding for the
child. Refer to What your scores tell you to read about
the child’s performance.

Cloze

H

Total

Total

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65

H

Marks
/5
/5

/ 10

Marks

Comprehension

H

H

29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50
H H H H H H H H H H
H H H H H H H H H H H H

H

H

Grammar
Cloze
Editing

BOOKLET B

H

H

H

7
H

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

6
H

Visual Text

5
H

Comprehension

4
H

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
H H H H H
H H H H H

3
H

Vocabulary
MCQ
Cloze

2

MCQ
H

1
H

Grammar

BOOKLET A

Diagnostic Tools
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Learning Zone
Mysterious Animals
Everyone loves mysteries. Why? It gives us a sense of wonder and tickles our
curiosity. So when we are faced with something that we are unable to answer or
confirm, we go on a quest to search for the answers. Very often, our questions
go unanswered!
Here are some examples.
The Loch Ness Monster: Also known fondly as Nessie, the creature was
reported to be seen in the Loch Ness, a lake in Scotland. It was described to
have a long neck and a hump-like body. It was first sighted in 1200 but was
never actually found.
The Yeti: Also known as the Abominable Snowman, the Yeti is believed to
live in the Himalayan mountains. Its appearance is likened to that of an ape’s.
Photographs of its large footprints in the snow were taken, but no one has met
this creature face to face.
The Storsie: A sea monster “spotted” in Sweden, the Storsie has its fair share
of accounts from people who said they had seen it. Some said it looked like a
horse; others said it looked like a serpent.
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