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Fungi and Bacteria

•	 Fungi and bacteria are living things.
•	 Fungi
	 s	 come in different shapes and sizes,
	 s	 feed on plants and animals, and
	 s	 reproduce by spores.
•	 Bacteria (and other microorganisms) are so small that they can only be seen under a 

microscope.

Living things

Fungi Microorganisms

Mushroom Mould Yeast
s to make 
  bread rise
s to make 
   beer

Bacteria Aquatic 
organisms

E.g.
s amoeba
s paramecium

Edible
E.g.
s	straw 

mushroom 
s	button 

mushroom
s	shitake 

mushroom

Inedible

E.g.
s	toadstool

Useful
s	a type of 

mould used 
to make 
cheese 
s	Penicillin 

is a type of 
mould which 
has been 
made into 
a vaccine 
to prevent 
infections or 
illnesses

Harmful
s	causes 

food to 
go bad 
s	damages 

leather 
goods
s	causes 

illnesses

Useful
s	some ‘good’ 

bacteria 
can be used 
to kill bad 
bacteria in 
our body, 
such as the 
bacteria 
found in 
cultured milk 
drinks

Harmful
s	spread
	 illnesses
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